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CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA 
Ordinance #20-13 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BETHEL CITY COUNCIL AMENDING CHAPTER 7 
REGARDING CITY ELECTIONS TO PROVIDE FOR VOTE BY MAIL ELECTIONS 

WHEREAS, Alaska Statute 29.26.010 provides that the local governing body shall prescribe 
the rules for conducting an election; 

WHEREAS, the Bethel City Council recognizes that the potential impacts of COVID-19 may 
last into the fall, and therefore finds it necessary to prepare for election 
alternatives to help ensure citizens are able to participate safely; 

WHEREAS, in response to the current statewide public health emergency disaster, the 
Governor signed Senate Bill 241 in to law which, among other things, authorizes 
elections to be conducted by mail during the emergency disaster; 

WHEREAS, the Bethel City Council recognizes the importance of assistance from election 
officials and translators during the City's election, and want the citizens of Bethel 
to have the opportunity within 14 days of the election, to go to a vote center and 
receive assistance with a by-mail ballot; 

WHEREAS, recognizing that voting by mail may be unfamiliar, the City Clerk's office has 
designed a process for each vote by mail ballot envelope to be reviewed, without 
accessing the ballot, to ensure the voter has included all of the information 
necessary; if not the City Clerk's Office would contact the voter and notify them 
of their opportunity to correct the deficiencies within the timeline required for 
ballot submission. 

Now THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Bethel, Alaska, as follows: 

SECTION 1. Classification. This is a codified Ordinance and shall become part of the 
Bethel Municipal Code. 

Section 2. Amendment: Chapter 7.75 of the Bethel Municipal Code is hereby adopted. 

Chapter 7.75 
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ELECTIONS BY MAIL Sections: 

7.75.010 Conduct of an election by mail. 

7.75.020 Election date. 

7. 75.030 Notification to voters. 

7.75.040. Casting ballots. 

7.75.050. Ballot return envelope review. 

7.75.060. Counting ballots. 

7.75.010 Conduct of an election by mail. 

Introduced by: Mayor Perry Barr 

Introduction Date May 26, 2020 

Public Hearing Date: June 9, 2020 

Action: Passed 

Vote: 6-1 

A. The clerk may conduct any election by mail with approval of the Bethel City 
Council, following a public hearing. An ordinance approving an election by mail under 
this section must be adopted by the council no later than sixty (60) calendar days 
before the day of the election. 

B. If the clerk conducts an election by mail, the clerk shall send a ballot to each 
person whose name appears on the official voter registration list prepared under AS 
15.07.125 for that election. The ballot shall be sent to the address stated on the 
official registration list unless the voter has notified the clerk in writing of a different 
address to which the ballot should be sent or the address on the official registration 
list has been identified as being an undeliverable address. The clerk shall send ballots 
by first-class, nonforwardable mail. on or before the twenty-second day before the 
election. 

C. The clerk shall supply a secrecy sleeve and a return envelope to each by-mail 
voter. The return envelope shall have printed upon it an affidavit by which the voter 
shall declare the voter's qualification to vote, followed by provision for attestation by a 
person qualified to administer oaths or one attesting witness who is at least 18 years 
of age. Specific instructions for voting a by-mail ballot and a list of the vote centers 
and hours and days of operation shall be mailed to each voter with the ballot. 

D. A vote center shall be made available to voters 14 days prior to election day, for 
the purpose of providing voter assistance for casting votes by mail. 

7.75.020 Election date. 
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A. In a by-mail election, the election day will be the date designated by the clerk as the 
deadline by which a voter's ballot must be voted, witnessed, mailed, and, if 
postmarked, date-stamped by the post office. For a regular election conducted by mail, 
election day shall be the first Tuesday of October in accordance with BMC 7.10.050. 

7.75.030 Notification to voters. 

For a by-mail election, the notice of election required by BMC 7.10.060 must also state: 

A. That the election will be conducted by mail and that no polling place will be available 
for regular in-person voting on election day. 

B. Designation of the date on which ballots are expected to be mailed to the voters. 

C. Designation of the dates on which a voter who may not have received a ballot. or 
who may need a replacement ballot, may vote a questioned ballot in person as 
specified in BMC 7.75.040. 

D. The hours the vote centers will be open and their location (s). 

E. That the ballots must be returned in the ballot return envelope. 

F. The date by which the ballots must be postmarked and received by the clerk in order 
to qualify for inclusion in the election tabulation. 

G. Brief general instructions on how the ballots must be voted and how the ballot 
envelope must be completed. 

7.75.040 Casting ballots. 

A. Upon receipt of a by-mail ballot the voter shall cast their ballot in the manner 
specified in BMC 7.70.060, absentee voting by mail. 

B. If a by-mail ballot is cast at a vote center, the clerk shall retain it for delivery to the 
canvass board. 

C. If a by-mail ballot is not received, or if the by-mail ballot is destroyed, spoiled or lost, 
the voter may be provided a replacement questioned ballot and cast their questioned 
ballot in person at a vote center. A voter may be provided up to three replacement 
ballots as prescribed in BMC 7.50.080. The clerk shall retain the voted ballot for delivery 
to the canvass board. 
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7.75.050 Ballot return envelope review. 
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A. The clerk shall review ballot return envelopes as they are received in an effort to 
ensure that the voter declaration is complete. If the voter declaration is incomplete, the 
clerk shall. within three days, send notice to the voter explaining the error or omission. 
Such notice may be emailed if an email address is provided by the voter, or mailed to the 
address to which the ballot was mailed. 

B. If a voter receives notice that their ballot return envelope is incomplete, the voter may: 

1. Complete the form included with the notice and return the form to the clerk 
at the address specified on the form. 

2. If the voter does not complete the form included in the notice ballot return 
envelope by 6:00 p.m. two (2) calendar days following the election, the ballot 
return envelope shall be marked invalid and shall not be counted. The voter shall 
be notified in writing that their ballot is rejected. 

7.75.060. Counting ballots. 

Consistent with the rules for ballot counting set forth in BMC 7.60.020(D), ballots cast in 
a by-mail election shall be counted if: 

A. The voter declaration on the ballot return envelope is complete as provided under 
7.75.050; and 

B. The ballot is received in one of the following ways: 

(1) The ballot return envelope is postmarked on or before the election day and 
received by the clerk on or before 6:00 p.m. two (2) calendar days following 
the election; or 

(2) The ballot return envelope is submitted to a voting center as provided in BMC 
7.75.040. 

Now THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Bethel, Alaska, 

Section 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage by the 
Bethel City Council. 
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ENACTED THIS 9TH DAY OF JUNE 2020 BY A VOTE OF 6 IN FAVOR AND 1 
OPPOSED. 
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