
Introduced by: Mayor DeWitt 
Introduction Date: May 11, 2021 

Public Hearing Date May 25, 2021 
Action: Passed 

CITY OF BETHEL, ALASKA 

Ordinance 21-20 

Vote: 5-0 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BETHEL CITY COUNCIL REPEALING CHAPTERS 2.24 
(PLANNING COMMISSION), 2.25 (PUBLIC SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION 
COMMISSION), 2.52 (BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS), AND 

14.04 (PORT COMMISSION) 

AND ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 2.60 (COMMITTEES COMMISSIONS AND AD 
HOC COMMITTEES) 

WHEREAS, various Bethel Municipal Code chapters govern the structure, duties and 
obligations of boards, committees and commissions and their members and 
staff; 

WHEREAS, a review, update, and consolidation of these provisions clarifies and 
streamlines the duties and obligations of these bodies and provides 
consistency in the City's facilitation of board, committee and commission 
meetings; 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that the goal of citizen involvement is to seek objective 
opinions from a diverse array of residents and to value the expression of 
citizen viewpoints in all areas; 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to provide stronger support and guidance to the volunteer 
boards, committees, and commissions by clarifying duties and 
responsibilities for each of these recommending bodies; 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to promote civic engagement and encourage participation in 
municipal government among the youth of our community by allowing 
youth volunteers to be appointed to boards, committees and commissions; 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 21-21, amending Chapter 5.20 of the Bethel Municipal Code is 
linked to this Ordinance; however, because of changes to the Public Safety 
and Transpiration Commission's duties and the impacts those changes may 
have on the transportation industry, that ordinance is presented separately; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BETHEL, ALASKA: 
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SECTION 1. Classification. This is a codified ordinance of general and permanent 
nature and shall become part of the Bethel Municipal Code. 

SECTION 2. Amendment. Bethel Municipal Code 2.24 Planning Commission is 
repealed. 

Sections: 

Chapter 2.24 

PLANNING COM~4ISSION 

2.24 .010 AssuR'lption of power. 

2.24 .020 EstablishlfleAt of COR'IR'lissioA. 

2.24 .030 PlaAAing, subdi•,isioA aAd laAd use fuActioAs. 

2.24 .040 CoR'lposition and staff. 

2.24 .050 GeAeral procedures. 

2.24.010 AssuR'lptioA of power. 

PursuaAt to AS 29.35.260(c), the city has assulfled the powers of plaAAing, platting aAd 

laAd use regulatioA. [Ord. 12 01 § 2; Ord. 01 05 § 4.] 

2.24.020 EstablishlfleAt of COR'IR'lissioA. 

PursuaAt to AS 29.35.260(c) aAd 29.40.020, there is established the city plaAAiAg 

COR'IR'lissioA. Its duties, fuActioAs, procedures aAd coR'lposition shall be as specified iA 

this chapter. [Ord. 12 01 § 2; Ord. 01 05 § 4.] 

2.24.030 PlaAniAg, subdi•,isioA aAd laAd use fuActions. 

A. The plaAAiAg COR'IR'lission R'lay: 

1. Review aAd R'lalte recOR'IR'leAdatioAs on mcistiAg aAd proposed federal, state aAd 

city laAd selectioA, acquisitioA, disposal or R'lanagelfleAt practices that affect the 

eitr, 

2. Make recolflmeAdatioAs concerniAg the city's annual planning budget aAd worl< 

progralfl; 
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3. Mal~e Fecommendations conceming all planning consulting contrncts to 1A1hich 

the city is OF pmposes to be a paFty; 

4. Mal«? Fecommendations conceming needed OF pmposed public impFO11ements; 

5. Recommend to the city council the pFioFitization of the pFojects in the city's 

annual and long teFm capital impFovements pFogrnm; 

6. Recommend to the city council adoption of and changes to subdivision, land 

use, site plan, land acquisition and disposal, flood contFol, housing, building and 

similaF codes. 

B. The planning commission shall: 

1. Maintain and update the official map of the city; 

2. Recommend to the city council integFated OF consolidated land use and Felated 

codes; 

3. RegulaFly FCview the compFehensive plan OF its components and FCcommend to 

the city council updates OF otheF changes. The compFehensive plan should include: 

a. Statements of policies, goals and standaFds, 

b. A land use plan, 

c. A community facilities plan, 

d. A tFansportation plan, and 

e. Recommendations foF implementation of the compFehensive plan; 

4. Recommend to the city council oFdinances to implement the compFChensive 

~ 

5. Act as the platting authoFity foF the city; 
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6. Perform such other duties and functions as are provided for in BMC Titles 1.S., 
16_, 1Z and 18. and other provisions of this code. 

2.24 .040 Composition and staff. 

A. The voting members of the planning commission shall be six (6) citi~ens who have 

been residents of the city for at least one (1) ·rear. The seventh (7th) voting member 

shall be a member of the city council. The planning department manager or their 

designee 1••till act as staff to the commission and ma·; participate in commission 

discussions, except appeals of decisions of the planning manager or planning staff, but 

is not allowed to vote. 

B. Members shall be appointed to the commission b·; the ma·ror and shall be 

confirmed by the council. Appointments to fill vacancies shall be for the unexpired terrn. 

C. The term of office shall be three (3) years. Two (2) commission members' terms 

shall expire each year on December thirty first (31st). 

D. The planning commission shall designate a member to preside as chairperson for a 

period of one (1) year. The commission shall also designate as its vice chairperson a 

member 1A'ho shall exercise the powers of the chairperson during the absence of the 

chairperson. 

E. Four (4) members constitute a quorum. Any act of the commission requires an 

affirmative ·,ote of at least four (4) members. 

F. The planning department shall provide administrative support to the commission. 

G. Alternate Mefl'HJers. The mayor shall appoint up to two (2) additional members to 

serve as alternate members, subject to confirmation b·; the council. An alternate 

member ·•ttill be activated as a voting member whene·,er there is an absence or conflict 

of interest of another member. At all other times the alternate member shall be an ex 

officio member. [Ord. 12 01 § 2; Ord. 09 09 § 3; Ord. 01 05 § 4.] 
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A. Regular rneetings shall be held on a schedule established b•t the planning 

cornrnission. The schedule of the regular rneeting dates, tirnes and places shall be 

published at least twice in a newspaper of gener-al circulation in the city. The publication 

shall coio•er the regular rneetings scheduled for the ne~ hvel•,e (12) rnonths or through 

the end of the neKt calendar year. The h•-10 (2) publications should be within fi¥e (5) to 

fifteen (15) days of each other. Publication of notice of a specific regular rneeting rna•t 

also be rnade, but is not necessary unless required b•t other pro¥isions of this code. A 

cop•t of the proposed agenda shall be posted at least fi¥e (5) da•ts before the rneeting 

at City Hall and in three (3) other public places where such notices are regularly posted. 

B. PestpefliRg ar Rescheduling ef Regt1lar P.tfeetiRgS. A regular rneeting rnay be 

postponed or rescheduled to another date upon a ¥ate of the rnajority of the rnernbers 

at a pre¥ious regular or special rneeting. A regular rneeting rnay be postponed or 

rescheduled because of an e:>Epected lack of a quorurn of the rnernbers at a scheduled 

regular rneeting. Notice of the postponing or rescheduling of a regular rneeting shall be 

gi¥en in accordance 1A1ith subsection .C of this section. If a regular rneeting is 

rescheduled, it rnay not be rescheduled before fi¥e (5) da•ts after the last regular 

rneeting in order to gi¥e the public notice of the rescheduled date. 

C. Special rneetings rna•t be called b'f1 the chairperson or shall be called b•t the 

chairperson at the request of hvo (2) rnernbers of the cornrnission. Notice of special 

rneetings shall be gi•,en by posting notice of the date, tirne and place of the rneeting at 

least fi¥e (5) da•ts prior to the rneeting at City Hall and three (3) other public places 

where such notices are regularly posted. 

D. Meetings shall be public and rninutes shall be l<:ept. ~4inutes shall be retained as a 

public record in the office of the city clerk. 

E. Meetings shall be conducted under Robert's Rules of Order with such rnodifications 

and additions as rna·t be adopted by the cornrnission. 
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F. Office aRdStaff. The commission and its staff shall be provided office space suitable 

f:or its needs with adequate room to file its journals, resolutions, records, reference 

materials, correspondence, maps, plats and charts, all of which shall constitute public 

records of the city. The city manager shall malce available to the commission, its staff 

and consultants the public records to aid the furtherance of the performance of the 

commission's duties. 

G. All f:ormal actions of the commission shall be b't' resolution bearing: 

1. The heading "Resolution of the Bethel Planning Commission"; 

2. The space f:or the resolution number to be assigned, "Resolution No. (number)"; 

3. A short and concise title descripti·,e of its subject and purpose; 

4. A short list of "Whereas" clauses descriptive of the reasons f:or the resolution, if 

necessary; 

5. The resolio•ing clause "THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT ... "; f:ollowed b1
; a 

statement of the action approved b't' the commission and such factual findings, 

conclusions and other matters as ma•; be appropriate; and 

6. A declaration of the date the resolution was adopted: "Adopted (date)" and 

designated lines f:or the signatures of the chairperson and the commission clerlc. 

1-1. All funds received b·t the commission or the planning department as fees, charges, 

or otherwise shall be deposited in the general fund of the city and may be e>Epended 

only pursuant to an appropriation. 

I. Members of the planning commission ma·r be paid a fee or honorarium and 

reimbursed f:or e>Epenses as provided b•t resolution of the city council. 

SECTION 3. Amendment. Bethel Municipal Code 2.25 Public Safety and 
Transportation Commission is repealed. 
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Chapter 2.25 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION co~qMJSSION 

SectiOAS: 

2.25.010 Establishment of commission. 

2.25.020 Powers and duties. 

2.25.030 Composition. 

2.25.0'10 E* officio members and staff. 

2.25.050 Application of Chapter 2.52 BMC. 

2.25.060 Regulations. 

2.25.070 Public and pri•vate ground transportation facilities defined. 

2.25.010 Establishment of commission. 

There is established a public safety and transportation commission (PSTC). The PSTC 

shall prO¥ide advice regarding public safety and transportation issues, aAd regulate 

ta*icabs, river ta*is, buses, limousines or airport limousines, chauffeurs and dispatch 

services in accordance with this chapter, Chapters ~ through ~ BMC and other 

applicable la•.•,. 

2.25.020 Powers and duties. 

A. With respect to providing ad•vice regarding public safety and transportation issues, 

the PSTC shall: 

1. Hear and revie'f't' public safety and transportation concerns and advise the city 

council on these issues; 

2. Hear and review citizen complaints regarding the police and fire departments 

and pro\1ide suggestions for resolution of the complaints to the city manager; 

3. Produce reports on specific public safety and transportation concerns when 

appropriate; 
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1. Inform the city council on municipal and state legislation relevant to public 

safety and transportation; 

5. Support municipal legislati'te programs on state issues rele¥ant to public safety 

and transportation, when appropriate; 

6. R:e·tiew information presented regarding the a¥ailability of all federal, state, 

municipal and pri•tate resources for public safety and transportation in the city, and 

advise the city council; 

7. Ad•tise the council with respect to the operation, management, FCgulation, and 

control of the city's public and pri¥ate ground transportation facilities; 

8. Ad¥ise the council with respect to the operation, management, regulation, and 

control of the city's public and pri•tate ground transportation facilities in accordance 

'•\lith Chapters ~' ~' ~' ~ and ~ BMC, and other applicable ordinances 

now in effect or hereinafter enacted; 

9. Ad¥ise the council with respect to the integration of public and pri¥ate ground 

transportation facilities within Bethel; 

10. Periodicall·t re•tiew the budget, capital impro¥ement programs and funding of 

city owned ground transportation s·1stems and report its findings to the city council; 

11. Periodically stud·t and ad't1ise the city council with respect to location and 

de¥elopment of transportation s·1stems, transportation coders, traffic mo't1ement, 

and those aspects of urban growth which facilitate or impede mo¥ement of people 

and goods, and those aspects of transportation that contribute to orderl·t economic 

de·telopment within the city; 

12. Perform such other duties as the city council may refer to it from time to time; 

13. Do such other acts as are necessary and proper to the performance of the 

duties and functions set forth in this chapter. 
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B. With respect to regulating tm<icabs, river tmEis, buses, limousines or airport 

limousines, chauffeurs and dispatch serv•ices, the PSTC shall: 

1. Regulate ta~<icabs, ri•,er tmEis, buses, limousines or airport limousines, 

chauffeurs and dispatch services in accordance with Chapters~ through 5.50 

BMC and other applicable law; 

2. Hold public hearings as necessary to investigate the quality of service rendered 

by ta>Eicabs, river ta>Eis, buses, limousines or airport limousines, chauffeurs and 

dispatch services and mal~e such recommendations to the council as it deems 

necessary for the improvement of such serv•ices; 

3. Administer oaths, certify to all official acts, and issue subpoenas and other 

pmcess to compel the attendance of 'o't'itnesses and the production of testimony, 

records, papers, accounts and documents in an inquiry, in•,•estigation, hearing or 

proceeding before the PSTC for the purpose of regulating ta>Eicabs, ri•,er ta>Eis, 

buses, limousines or airport limousines, chauffeurs and dispatch services. The 

commission may petition a court of the state to enforce its subpoenas or other 

process; 

1. Conduct hearings pursuant to Chapter ~ BMC and other applicable 

ordinances now in effect or hereinafter enacted; 

5. Perform such other duties as the city council ma1f refer to it froA1 tiA1e to time; 

6. Do such other acts as are necessary and proper to the perforA1ance of the 

duties and functions set forth in this chapter. 

C. Nothing in this chapter should be construed to provide the follo•,-..ing authority to the 

PST8 

1. To hear or ad11ise on any concerns or coA1plaints related to potential or pending 

litigation 'A'ith the city; 

2. To re11iew or advise on an1f complaints, concerns or negotiation strategies 

related to labor contracts with the city; 
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3. To revie•tt· or advise on an•t hiring or disciplinapt decisions made by the Bethel 

police or fire departments; 

1. To review or advise on past, pending or potential grie~·ance, arbitration or 

administrntive matters that pertain to public safety peFSonnel; 

5. To review any personnel files of public safety emplo·tees; 

6. To revie•tt· police reports and records unless, prior to re·,iew by the PSTC, the 

city attome·t determines that review of such reports and records complies 1J•.1itl=I 

applicable law; 

7. To issue subpoenas and other process to compel the attendance of witnesses 

and the production of testimon•t, recoFds, papeFS, accounts and documents in an 

inquipt, investigation, hearing or proceeding before the PSTC for an•t purpose other 

than for the purpose of regulating tmEicabs, limousines or airport limousines, 

chauffeurs and dispatch seFVices. 

2.25.030 Composition. 

A. Mem/Je-rs/tip. The voting membeFS of the PSTC shall be seven (7) citi2ens who have 

been residents of the city for at least one (1) year and otherwise comply 'lt'itl=I the 

requiFCments of BMC 2.52.010 and this chapter. The se·,entl=I (7th) ·,oting member shall 

be a member of the city council. No more than one (1) member may l=la·,·e an interest in 

the 1o·el=licle for Aire industry. A pernon who applies for a seat on the commission shall 

disclose in the application all interests the person has in the vehicle for l=liFC industpt. A 

member of the commission who becomes a person with an interest in the vehicle for 

hire industpt after appointment to the commission shall immediately disclose that 

inteFCst and folfeits their seat on the commission if there already e*ists one (1) 

member 'lt'itl=I an interest in the vehicle for hire industpt. 

B. TeFffl. The terms of each member shall be as pro·,ided for in BMC 2.52.050. 
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C. PFCSiding Officer. TAe PSTC sAall designate a member to preside as cAairperson for 

a period of one (1) ·tear. The PSTC sAall also designate as its vice chairperson a 

member to serve in tAe absence of tAe cAairperson. 

D. A-1-teffl-atc Members. TAC ma·,or sAall appoint up to two (2) additional members to 

serve as alternate members, subject to confirmation b•t tAe council. An alternate 

member will be activated as a voting member wAenever tAere is an absence or conflict 

of interest of another member. At all otAer times tAe alternate member sAall be an ex 

officio member. 

2.25.010 Ex officio members and staff. 

TAe police and fire CAiefs, or tAeir designees, sAall serve as ex officio members of tAe 

PSTC in accordance witA BMC 2.52.170. TAe't sAall ensure tAat tAe PSTC is provided 

witA information requested by it in order to perform its functions under tAis cAapter in a 

reasonable time to allow tAe PSTC to conduct its business, except if pro'o'ision of sucA 

information is proAibited by law. 

2.25.050 Application of CAapter 2.52 BMC. 

TAe pro•,isions of CAapter ~ BMC apply to tAe PSTC unless a specific, different 

procedure is pro·,ided for in tAis cAapter. 

2.25.060 Regulations. 

The PSTC may 13romulgate regulations relating to 013eration of, and rates to be cAarged 

for services 13rovided by, taxicabs, river tmEis, buses, limousines or airport limousines 

and dispatcA services not inconsistent witA tAe provisions of CAapters .s.2Q, ~, 5-,jQ, 

~ and ~ BMC, and otAer applicable ordinances now in effect or Aereinafter 

enacted. 

2.25.070 Public and 13rivate ground trans13ortation facilities defined. 

"Public and private ground transportation facilities" mean and include but are not 

limited to buses, taxicabs, river taxis, limousines or air13ort limousines, and other motor 

driven passenger conveyances offered for public Aire. 
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SECTION 4. Amendment. Bethel Municipal Code Chapter 2.52 Boards, Committees 
and Commissions is repealed and replaced by Chapter 2.60 Committees, Commissions, 
and Ad Hoc Committees. 

Chapter 2.52 

BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND co~~MISSIONS General 

Sections: 

2.52.010 Applicability. 

2.52.020 Powers ane euties. 

2.52.025 Committees. 

2.52.030 Appointments. 

2.52.035 Composition ane voting. 

2.52.0'I0 Qualifications. 

2.52.050 Terms. 

2.52.060 Compensation. 

2.52.070 \'acancies. 

2.52.080 Notice of ·,acancy. 

2.52.090 Applications. 

2.52.110 Officers. 

2.52.120 Quorum ane voting requirements. 

2.52.130 Meetings and notice of meetings. 

2.52.1'10 Conflict of interest. 

2.52.150 Procedure. 

2.52.160 Re13orts ane minutes. 

2.52.170 E* officio members and staff. 

2.52.010 A13plicability. 

A. The provisions of BMC 2.52.020 through 2.52.170 apply to all appointee bodies 
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created by the council unless otherwise specifically provided in this code or in the 

ordinance creating the bod·t, whether the body is a board, commission, committee, 

study group, task force or other appointed body, 't't1hether advisory or given 

governmental powers, and whether having a limited or unlimited life. The pro•tisions of 

this chapter do not appl·t to bodies consisting entirel•t of city councilmembers appointed 

by the mayor nor to bodies created by any municipal officer, department, agency or any 

municipal bod•t other than the city council. An appointed body created b'f' an appointed 

bod·t go•terned by this chapter, or by a municipal officer, department, or agency ma·, 

not be delegated or m<ercise an·, governmental pO't\1er, establish city policies or mal<:e 

decisions for the city. 

B. Unless a different meaning is indicated by the conte~, in the remainder of this 

chapter the words "bod•(' and "appointed body" refer to appointed bodies governed b•t 

this chapter whose members are appointed by the mayor and the word "member" 

refers to a member of such an appointed bod·t. 

2.52.020 Powers and duties. 

The council may b·t ordinance establish ad>t•isory, administrati•te, technical or quasi 

judicial boards or commissions. The ordinance shall prescribe the duties and additional 

qualifications of members and the authority of the body. 

2.52.025 Committees. 

A. There shall be a finance committee, a public worl<:s committee, a parl<:s, recreation, 

and an aquatic health and safety center committee for the purposes of gathering 

information, conducting research, advising the city council regarding matters within 

their purview, and performing any other such duties as the city council ma·, refer to 

them from time to time. 

B. The authority of these committees shall be ad>t•isory and recommendations shall be 

made to the city council. 
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C. These committees shall be subject to all pFo¥isions of BMC 2.52.020 through 

2.52.170. 

D. These committees shall use Robert's Rules of OFeteF. RegulaF meeting of these 

committees shall be at least quarteFl't'· Special meetings ma·t be calleet at the etiscFetion 

of the chaiFpeFSon OF by two (2) membeFs of the committee. 

E. These committees shall each be composeet of se•,en (7) •,ioting membeFs anet two 

(2) altemate membeFs ·.vho shall be Fesietents of the city; (6) of which shall be 

appointeet b•t the ma•toF, subject to confiFmation b•t the city council anet the se•,enth 

(7th) membeF shall be appointeet b•t the ma•toF from the city council as council 

FepFCsentati11e. 

F. All se•,•en (7) membeFS of each of the committees shall be 11oting membeFS. 

G. The teFms of the appointments to the committees shall be foF a peFioet of th Fee (3) 

·1eaFs e>Ecept foF the councilmembeF appointment •.•t•hich shall be foF a peFioet of one (1) 

•teaF. In the e•,ent of a vacancy, the ma·toF shall appoint a peFSon to sePt•e the 

Femaining teFm anet in the case of a citizen membeF, saiet appointment shall be subject 

to confiFmation by the city council. 

H. If theFC aFe a total of seven (7) combineet commissions anet committees, one (1) of 

the membeFs of the city council shall serve as a council FepFesentative on each of the 

commissions anet committees. If theFe aFe less than seven (7) combineet commissions 

anet committees, the mayoF shall not sePt•e as a council FepFesentati•,ie to a commission 

OF committee. 

I. Committee membeFs can be FCmoveet fmm office foF cause only, anet Femoval is 

subject to an appeal by the membeF to the city council. 
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J. A majority of the seven (7) voting members of an ad11isory board, committee or 

comffiissioA shall coAstitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Four (1) 

affirmati•,e votes shall be necessary to carry any etuestion unless the body is acting in a 

quasi judicial capacity. 

K. An ageAda of meetings shall be prepared and published according to established 

rules of the city council. 

L. PermaAent records, or minutes, shall be l~pt for all meetings held. All resolutions 

and minutes of each committee or a similar report shall be presented to the city council 

by a member of the council appointed to serve on the respective committee or, in their 

absence, by the city manager. The minutes shall be properly filed in the office of the 

city clerk and shall be open to inspection by the public. 

2.52.030 AppoiAtmeAts. 

A. ~~embers shall be appointed b•t the mayor and confirmed by the council. The ma·,or 

may withdra1t't' an appointmeAt at any time prior to coAfirmation b•t the council. 

B. Alteffl-ate Members. For each board or commission, the ma·,or shall appoiAt up to 

t,,•t10 (2) additional members to serve as alternate members, subject to confirmation by 

the council. An alternate member will be acti•,ated as a voting member whenever there 

is an absence or conflict of interest of another member. At all other tiffies the alternate 

member shall be an e:>< officio member. 

2.52.035 Composition and voting. 

A. P4embership. The Aumber of members of each board, committee or commission 

shall be determiAed b•t the city couAcil in the ordinance establishiAg the body. Unless 

provided otherwise in the ordinance establishiAg the bod•t, the city councilmember of 

the bod•t shall be a voting member of the body. 
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Introduced by: Mayor DeWitt 
Introduction Date: Mayll, 2021 

Public Hearing Date May 25, 2021 
Action: Passed 

Vote: 5-0 

In aEIElition to any other qualifications requireel by this coele, a member: 

A. Shall have been a resielent of the city for si>< (6) months; anel 

B. Shall remain a resielent of the city while in office. 

C. E><cept as provieleel in BMC 2.52.170, a city employee shall not be appointeel to a 

committee, commission or boarel which conelucts any business that concerns or relates 

to the department where the employee worlcs. A city emplo•tee may, t=iowever, be 

appointed to a committee, commission or boarel which conducts business that concerns 

or relates to another city department. 

2.52.050 Terms. 

The term of eact=i member is tt=iree (3) years, e><cept that the term of a councilmember 

appointeel to a commission or committee shall be for one (1) year. The term of any 

commission or committee member, including a councilmember, appointee! to fill out the 

term of a ,,acated seat, shall e><pire on tt=ie regularly sct=ieduled date of tt=iat position. 

The terms of initial appointments st=iall be staggered so that, as nearly as possible, a pro 

rata number of members st=iall be appointeel for each year Eluring the regular term of 

office established for the members. The regular term shall, unless otherwise specified 

b•t ordinance, commence on January first (1st) of the year of appointment and shall 

e><pire on December thirty first (31st) of the year the term e><pires; provieled, a member 

whose term has e><pireel but seelcs reappointment may continue to Rold office for a 

period not longer tt=ian thirty (30) days from the date of e><piration. 

2.52.060 Compensation. 

No member st=iall be compensated for services as a member of the body. 

2.52.070 Vacancies. 
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A. The head of the depaFtA'leAt clearly associated •••.iith the Body or the depaFtA'leAt 

head's delegate shall k.eep atteAdaAce recoFds aAd notify the city clerlc when a vacaAcy 

has beeA declared. AtteAdaAce shall Be tal(;CA aAd recoFded eveA iA the aBseAce of a 

quoruA'l. A vacaAcy shall Be declared by the body wheA a A'lCA'lber: 

1. Is abseAt froA'l the city for A'lore thaA AiAety (90) days without first (1st) beiAg 

e:>Ecused b1· the body; 

2. Fails to atteAd three (3) regularly scheduled A'leetiAgs withiA aA'f' caleAdar year 

without beiAg e:>Ecused by the body; 

3. Fails to atteAd three (3) special A'leetiAgs withiA aAy caleAdar year without 

beiAg e:>Ecused by the body; 

6. SubA'lits a written resigAatioA which is accepted by the bod•t or the A'layor; 

7. Dies; 

8. Fails to qualify aAd give the oath of office within forty five (~5) days after city 

COUACil COAfiFA'latioA of the appoiAtA'lent; 

9. Ceases to be a resideAt of the city; 

10. Is coAvicted of a feloA't' or an offeAse iA\'OlviAg a violation of the oath of office 

for the body; or 

11. BecoA'les disqualified froA'l holdiAg the seat uAder other provisioAs of this code. 

B. A vacaAcy A'lay be declared by the body wheA a A'leA'lber: 

1. Fails to atteAd a A'liAiA'lUA'l of si~ five (65) perceAt of regular A'leetiAgs held 

withiA any caleAdar year ·n•hether e:>Ecused or uAe:>Ecused; 
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2. Fails to attend a A'liniA'lUA'l of si~ five (65) percent of special A'lcctings held 

within any calendar ·tear whether c*cuscd or unc*cuscd. 

C. A A'lefflber A'la'f be reffioved by the council at an·t tiffle with or without a stated 

reason; provided, before or proA'lptly after the reffioval the person shall first (1st) be 

given an opportunity to address the council in a public A'lecting. 

D. A A'lefflber that is appointed or nofflinated b1f a pri•,atc or governR'lcntal 

organization or officer as a representative of that organization on the body A'lay be 

reffio•,ed at any tiffle as pro•,ided for rcffioval of A'lefflbcrs appointed by the R'la'fOr. 

E. An e* officio member A'lay not be reffio•,cd b1f the council if the person's 

R'ICR'lbcrship is based solcl·t upon an office or position occupied b1f that person 'A'ithin a 

different organization and is not based in part or in •••t·hole upon a noR'lination or 

recoffiffiendation by the person's organization. 

2.52.080 Notice of ·,acancf. 

A. At least thirty (30) da1·s prior to the c*piration of the tcrffi of a A'lcmber, the city 

clerk shall cause notice thereof to be posted within the city. The notice shall set forth 

the naffie of the body, the nuR'lber of terR'ls that are e*piring, the length of the terms, 

any qualifications of A'leR'lbcrs, and the A'lethod of applying for consideFation for 

appointment to the bod1f. 

B. In the event of a declared vacancy on a bod·t1, the city clcrl< shall post notice of the 

vacancy for not less than fifteen (15) days. At the earliest possible council R'lccting after 

the fifteen (15 ) da1· posting of the ·,acancy, the R'layor shall appoint a new A'lCR'lbcr 

for the rcfflaining une*pircd terffl, subject to confirmation of the council. 

C. Notwithstanding the posting rcquirefficnts of this section, the A'layor R'lay appoint, 

and the council A'lay confirR'I an appointment at any tiffle after the first (1st) day notice 

is posted. 

2.52.090 Applications. 
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The city clerl< shall pro¥ide a standard information and application form for interested 

persons to complete. The application form, letters or other C'l~pressions of interest shall 

be submitted to the city clerl<. 

2.52.110 Officers. 

The members shall annually elect a chair and ¥ice chair. The ¥ice chair shall act in the 

absence of the chair or in the inability of the chair to act. 

2.52.120 Quorum and ¥oting requirements. 

A majority of the authori2:ed members shall be a quorum for the transaction of 

business. The affirmati1, 1e ¥Otes of the majority of the authori2:ed members shall be 

required to carry a question. In the absence of a quorum for the transaction of 

business, any number less than a quorum may recess to a later time or date. 

2.52.130 Meetings and notice of meetings. 

A. Meetings. Regularly scheduled meetings shall be held at a time and place 

designated by the body. Special meetings may be called by the chair, the city emplo·tee 

designated as an ex officio member pursuant to BMC 2.52.170, and shall be called b·t 

the chairperson at the request of two (2) members. 

B. ,DestpoRing er Rescheduling of Regtllar Meetings. A regular meeting ma·t be 

postponed or rescheduled to another date upon a ¥etc of the majority of the members 

at a pre¥ious regular or special meeting. A regular meeting may be postponed or 

rescheduled because of an expected lacl< of a quorum of the members at a scheduled 

regular meeting. Notice of the postponing or rescheduling of a regular meeting shall be 

gi•oien in accordance with subsection C of this section. If a regular meeting is 

rescheduled, it may not be rescheduled before fi¥e (5) da·ts after the last regular 

meeting in order to gi¥e the public notice of the rescheduled date. 
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C. Netice efMeetings. A notice of the date, time, and place of all meetings of a bod1• 

shall be prepared and posted in at least three (3) conspicuous public places 'A'ithin the 

city. Notice of a regular meeting shall be posted no later than fi•,e (5) da'fS before the 

meeting. Notice of a special meeting shall be posted no later than three (3) da·ts before 

the meeting. The agenda for the meeting and materials to be considered b'f the bod't at 

the meeting ma't be posted with the notice, but are not required to be posted. An 

agenda or other materials posted with the notice do not limit the matters that ma,,. be 

considered and acted upon b'f the bod'f. The city clerk may delegate to a department 

head the responsibility for providing public notice of meetings of a bod·t that provides 

advice primaril'f to the department or that is otheF\ttise clearly associated ·1,ith a 

particular department. 

D. OpCR P.</eetings. The meetings of all bodies shall be open to the public as required 

b•t the Alaslta Open Meetings Act. 

2.52.140 Conflict of interest. 

Every member shall vote on all questions unless the member has a direct or substantial 

indirect financial interest in the matter being discussed. No member may represent any 

person before the bod'f of which he or she is a member. 

2.52.150 Procedure. 

Procedural rules and order of business shall be established by the body, m<cept as 

otherwise provided b'f ordinance, subject to approval of the council. An appellate or 

quasi judicial bod•t, or a body that hears appeals or otheF\'t'ise acts in a quasi judicial 

capacity shall establish rules governing appeal or other quasi judicial proceedings 

before the bod'f, subject to approval b'f the council. In all matters of procedure not 

covered by rules approio·ed by the council, Robert's Rules of Order, as re•,ised, shall be 

applicable and shall govern; provided, rules established by a body shall be promptl•t 

submitted to the council for approval and shall govern proceedings of the body until 

rejected or modified b•t the council. 
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The e>< officio member, or his or her designee, of the bod'( appointed b'f the city 

manager in accordance with B~4C 2.52.170 shall lceep minutes of the proceedings and 

such minutes shall record the votes of each member upon every question formall'( 

presented for consideration. The signed, original minutes shall be filed in the office of 

the clerk and shall be a public record, open to inspection b'f an'( person. 

2.52.170 E>< officio members and staff. 

The city manager ma'( appoint a city emplo'(ee as an e>< officio member for the purpose 

of acting as secretary or clerk to the bod'( or to furnish technical advice and information 

if not pro•,ided for in the specific provisions pertaining to the bod'(. An e>< officio 

member appointed b•t the manager ma'( talce part in discussions of matters before the 

bod'( but is not entitled to •vote on an·t question and is not counted as a member for the 

purpose of establishing a quorum. Unless othervtise provided in the ordinance 

establishing the bod•t, the manager shall provide or designate the staff required to 

assist the bod•t in discharging its duties. The designated staff remains under the 

authority of the city manager and no staff member shall 'f*.•orlc directl'( for or be 

controlled b'f the bod'(. 

Sections 

Article I 
2.60.010 
2.60.020 
2.60.030 
2.60.040 
2.60.050 

Chapter 2.60 

Committees, Commissions, and Ad Hoc Committees 

General Provisions. 
Definitions. 
Creation of committees, commissions, and ad hoc committees. 
Appointment, term, vacancy, and removal of members. 
Composition of committees, commissions, and ad hoc committees. 
Quorum and voting. 
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2.60.060 
2.60.070 

Article II 
2.60.080 
2.60.090 

Article III 
2.60.100 
2.60.110 

Article IV 
2.60.120 
2.60.130 

Article V 
2.60.140 

2.60.150 

Article VI 
2.60.160 
2.60.170 

Introduced by: Mayor DeWitt 
Introduction Date: Mayll, 2021 

Public Hearing Date May 25, 2021 
Action: Passed 

Notice of public meetings. 
Meeting agendas, packets, and minutes. 

Planning Commission. 
Establishment of planning commission. 
Planning commission powers and duties. 

Port Commission. 
Establishment of the port commission. 
Port commission powers and duties. 

Public Safety and Transportation Commission. 

Vote: 5-0 

Establishment of the public safety and transportation commission. 
Public safety and transportation commission powers and duties. 

Community Action Grant Committee 
Establishment of community action grant committee. 

Community action grant committee duties. 

Finance Committee 
Establishment of the finance committee. 
Finance committee duties. 

Article VII Parlts, RecreatieA, aAel Aeiuatic Healtl=I aAel Safety CeAter Cemmittee 
Community Parks and Recreation Committee 
2.60.180 Establishment of the parlts, recreatieA, aAel aeiuatic l=lealtl=I aAel safety 

ceAter cemmittee. Community Parks and Recreation Committee. 
2.60.190 Parks, recreatieA, aAel aeiuatic l=lealtl=I aAel safety ceAter cemmittee 

Community Parks and Recreation Committee duties. 

Article VIII 
2.60.200 
2.60.210 

Public Works Committee 
Establishment of the public works committee. 
Public works committee duties. 

Article 1. 

General Provisions 

2.60.010 Definitions. 
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A. "Ad Hoc Committee" means a temporary advisory committee appointed by the 

city council for a specific term to accomplish a specific task or project. 

B. "Alternate member" means a member appointed by the city council to an 

advisory committee, commission, or ad hoc committee. An Alternate member has 

the same rights as a voting member, but may vote only when one of the seven 

voting members is absent or has a conflict of interest on the matter under 

consideration. 

C. "Body" refers to the collective members of each individual advisory committee, 

commission, or ad hoc committee. 

D. "Commission" means a standing advisory committee that is required by state law 

or to which the council has delegated final decision-making and quasi-judicial 

authority. 

E. "Committee" means an advisory committee appointed by the council to advise 

and make recommendations to the council regarding topics as specified in the 

committee's duties. 

F. "Ex Officio member" means a member that is appointed by the city manager to 

support the function of an advisory committee, commission, or ad hoc 

committee. Ex officio members are non-voting members. 

G. "Voting Member" means a member that is appointed by the council to a 

committee, commission, or ad hoc committee. 

H. "Quorum" means the minimum number of members of a committee, 

commission, or ad hoc committee that must be present at any meeting to 

conduct business. 

I. "Youth member" means a member under the age of 18 but at least 14 who is 

appointed to a committee, commission, or ad hoc committee by the council. 

Youth members are non-voting members. 
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2.60.020 Creation of committees, commissions, and ad hoc committees. 

The council may create citizen committees, commissions, or ad hoc committees to aid 

the council in the conduct of public affairs. All committees, commissions, and ad hoc 

committees shall be governed by this chapter, except that if a provision of this chapter 

conflicts with an applicable state statute, the statute shall prevail. 

A. Committees and commissions shall be created by ordinance as amendments to 

this chapter. In addition to the powers and duties established for each committee 

or commission, the council may from time to time assign such other duties or 

projects as the council deems appropriate. 

B. Ad hoc committees shall be created by resolution of the council. The resolution 

shall set forth: the number of members, the term of the committee, the task or 

project to be accomplished, the timeline for completion of the task or the project, 

and other such direction as the council deems appropriate. 

2.60.030 Appointment, term, vacancy, and removal of members. 

A. Applications. Volunteers interested in filling a vacancy on a committee, 

commission, or ad hoc committee shall submit an application for appointment to 

the city clerk's office, on a form provided by the city clerk's office. 

B. Eligibility. The city clerk's office shall screen applicants and confirm their 

eligibility. A member must be a resident of Bethel for six (6) months prior to 

appointment. The city clerk's office shall review and identify any potential 

conflicts of interest that may affect the appointment of the individual. 

A city employee shall not be appointed as a voting member or alternate member 

to a committee, commission, or ad hoc committee which conducts any business 

that concerns or relates to the department where the employee works. 

C. Appointment. The city council, following sponsorship by the mayor, is the 

appointing authority for committees, commissions, and ad hoc committee voting 
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members, alternate members, and youth members. Members shall be appointed 

without discrimination based on race, national origin, color, age, religious creed, 

sex, political affiliation, marital status, physical disability, or other statuses 

protected by law. Members shall not receive compensation for their services. 

D. Official Oaths. All applicants under this chapter shall take an oath of office within 

45 days following council's appointment and prior to participating in any meeting 

of the appointed body. If an applicant does not take their oath of office within 45 

days following appointment, the city clerk's office shall provide notice to the 

applicant, city council, and the relevant committee that the appointment is 

invalid and the vacancy stands. 

E. Term. The term of office for positions on committees and commissions shall be 

three years and expire on December 31; provided, a member whose term has 

expired but seeks reappointment may continue to hold office for a period not 

longer than 30 days following term expiration. The term of an ad hoc committee 

shall be established in the resolution creating the committee. 

If a position on a committee, commission or ad hoc committee become vacant 

before the expiration of the term, the city clerk shall review the vacancy and 

recommend that the council's appointment to fill the vacancy be given a term 

that is staggered from the other members of the body. When a new committee 

or commission is created, the terms shall be staggered. 

The term of the council representative is one (1) year. 

The term of the youth member is one (1) year. 

F. Vacancy. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, council appointed­

members of committees, commissions, and ad hoc committees shall serve at the 

pleasure of the council. Vacancies on committees, commissions, and ad hoc 

committee: 
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1. Shall be declared by the committee, commission, or ad hoc committee 

when a member: 

a. Is absent from the city for more than ninety (90) days without first 

being excused by the body; 

b. Fails to attend three (3) regularly scheduled meetings within any 

calendar year without being excused by the body; 

c. Fails to attend three (3) special meetings within any calendar year 

without being excused by the body; 

d. Submits a written resignation that is accepted by the body; 

e. Dies; 

f. Ceases to be a resident of the city; 

g. Is convicted of a felony or an offense involving a violation of the oath 

of office for the body; or 

h. Becomes disqualified from holding the seat under other provisions of 

this code. 

2. May be declared by the committee, commission, or ad hoc committee 

when a member: 

a. Fails to attend at least sixty-five (65) percent of regular meetings held 

within any calendar year, whether excused or unexcused; 

b. Fails to attend at least sixty-five (65) percent of special meetings held 

within any calendar year, whether excused or unexcused. 

3. May be declared by the city council for any reason. 

4. The member whose seat is being considered for declaration of vacancy 

shall be provided an opportunity to address the body or the council at the 

public meeting at which the vacancy is being considered. 

5. Public notices of vacancies will be provided by the city clerk. 

2.60.040 Composition of committees, commissions, and ad hoc committees. 
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A. All committees and commissions shall consist of seven council-appointed adult 

voting members. One member shall be a member of the city council and act as 

the council representative to provide a direct line of communication between the 

advisory board and the city council. 

B. In addition to the seven adult voting members, the council may appoint up to 

two alternative members and one youth member to any advisory committee or 

commission. 

C. An ad hoc committee may have fewer but not more members than the number 

provided under subsection A and B of this section, and in no event less than five 

members. 

D. Each committee or commission shall annually elect a chair and a vice-chair from 

its membership. An ad hoc committee shall elect a chair and vice-chair at the 

first meeting of the body. The vice-chair shall act in the absence of the chair or 

in the event the chair is unable to act. 

E. The city manager is responsible for the effective management of committee, 

commission, and ad hoc committee operations and shall provide the staff 

required to assist the body in discharging its duties. The city manager shall 

appoint at least one ex officio member to provide staff support to each 

committee, commission, and ad hoc committee. Ex officio members report to 

and take direction from the city manager and not from the body to which they 

are appointed. 

The duties of the ex officio member include but are not limited to: preparation 

and posting of agendas, packet materials, meeting minutes, and other relevant 

documents in accordance with Alaska Statutes (44.62.310-.319), Bethel 

Municipal Code, and city policy. The ex officio member appointed to the body 

shall also provide subject matter expertise to the that body. 

An ex officio member is a non-voting member of the body, but may add items to 

the agenda and participate in discussion. 
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A. Four ( 4) members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business for 

committees and commissions and four (4) affirmative votes shall be necessary to 

carry any question, unless the body is acting in a quasi-judicial capacity. 

B. A majority of the total voting membership of any ad hoc committee shall 

constitute a quorum for the transaction of business and shall be necessary to 

carry any question. 

C. Members are required to vote on all questions presented to the body unless 

there is a conflict of interest ruled on by the chair or majority of the body, when 

applicable. 

D. An alternate member will be activated as a voting member whenever there is an 

absence or conflict of interest of another member. When two alternate members 

are present and only one alternate member is needed to fill the seat of a voting 

member, the alternate with seniority on the body shall act as the voting member. 

2.60.060 Notice of public meetings. 

A. Regular meetings shall be scheduled once a month unless otherwise authorized 

by council. A regular meeting may be postponed or rescheduled to another date 

upon a vote of the majority of the members at a previous regular or special 

meeting. 

B. Special meetings are called to transact business held outside the regular meeting 

schedule. Special meetings may be called at any date and time by the chair, or 

by three (3) voting members. 

C. Meetings shall be held at City Hall, 300 Chief Eddie Hoffman Highway, whenever 

reasonably possible. 

City of Bethel, Alaska Ordinance #21-20 

28 of 49 



Introduced by: Mayor DeWitt 
Introduction Date: Mayll, 2021 

Public Hearing Date May 25, 2021 
Action: Passed 

Vote: 5-0 

Agendas constitute the meeting notice and shall contain, at a minimum, the 

date, place and time of the meeting, the name of the body, the names of the 

members of the body, people to be heard, and any item to be discussed by the 

body. 

D. Public notice of meetings shall be prepared and posted in at least four (4) 

conspicuous public places within the city, including at the location of the 

meeting. Notice of a regular meeting shall be posted no later than five (5) days 

before the meeting. Notice of a special meeting shall be posted no later than 

three (3) days before the meeting, except the planning commission special 

meeting agenda shall be posted no later than five (5) days before the meeting. 

E. The meetings of all bodies shall be open to the public in accordance with the 

Alaska Open Meetings Act. 

F. Each committee, commission, and ad hoc committee shall follow Roberts Rules 

of Order Newly Revised; however, the rules of debate may be relaxed by the 

body to promote discussion. 

G. Committee, commission, and ad hoc committee reports and recommendations 

shall be decided by a quorum of the body at a public meeting. 

H. Any committee, commission and ad hoc committee may appoint seated members 

of its body to a subcommittee. The number of members appointed to a 

subcommittee shall be three or fewer, to avoid creating a quorum of the body. 

The subcommittee can make such investigation or exercise such authority as 

may be delegated to it by the advisory board. A subcommittee reports to the 

body from which it was appointed, and not to the council. No action of the 

subcommittee is official until approved by a majority vote of the advisory body. 

2.60.070 Meeting agendas, packets, and minutes. 
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A. The ex officio member assigned to the body and appointed members may add 

items to the agenda not later than 5:00 p.m. one day in advance of the meetings 

public notice deadline. 

B. The ex officio member shall prepare and post the agenda and distribute the 

packet material containing all relevant reports, communications and documents 

for the meeting in accordance with the public meeting notice requirements and 

deadlines in BMC 2.60.060. 

C. Official meeting minutes shall contain, at a minimum: the date, place and time of 

the meeting, the names of those members present and absent, the name of the 

presiding officer, and the names and items presented under people to be heard. 

Minutes shall also contain any official action or vote taken by the body. The ex 

officio member shall file the minutes with the city clerk's office for permanent 

retention following approval by the body. 

Article II 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Sections: 

2.60.080 Establishment of the planning commission. 

2.60.090 Planning commission powers and duties. 

2.60.080 Establishment of the planning commission. 

Pursuant to AS 29.35.260(c), the city has assumed the powers of planning, platting and 

land use regulation. Pursuant to AS 29.35.260(c) and 29.40.020, there is established 

the city planning commission. 

2.60.090 Planning commission powers and duties. 

A. The planning commission shall: 

1. Conduct public hearings to consider the approval, conditional approval, or 

denial of: 

a. Variance applications; 
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b. Conditional use permit applications; and 

c. Special use permits for tall structures in accordance with BMC 16.10. 

2. In accordance with AS 29.40.030 and BMC 16.08, and after holding public 

hearings, recommend to the council amendments and updates to the 

comprehensive plan for the physical development of the city. The 

comprehensive plan, with the accompanying maps, plats, charts, and 

descriptive and explanatory matter, shall show the commission's 

recommendations and may include, among other things, the general location 

and extent of streets and other methods of circulation and transportation; 

the general location and extent of public utilities; the general location and 

extent of parks, playgrounds, and drainage facilities; and the use of land. 

The comprehensive plan shall include: 

a. Statements of policies, goals and standards; 

b. A land use plan; 

c. A community facilities plan; 

d. A transportation plan; and 

e. Recommendations for implementation of the comprehensive plan; 

3. Approve subdivision plans and plats and provide recommendations to council 

on the adoption of a subdivision agreement in accordance with BMC 17.04. 

4. Hear appeals from the decision of the planning director. The city council shall 

be the appellate body, sitting as the board of adjustment, for the planning 

commission. 

5. Act as the platting authority for the city. 

6. Review and make recommendations to the council on the adoption of and 

changes to subdivision, land use, site plan, land acquisition and disposal, 

flood control, housing, building and similar codes. 

7. Provide a forum for public comment and input regarding planning, zoning, 

and land use. 

8. Perform such other duties and functions as are provided for in BMC Titles 15, 

16, 17 and 18 and other provisions of this code or as may be referred by the 

city council. 
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B. All formal actions of the commission shall be by resolution bearing: 

1. The heading "Resolution of the Bethel Planning Commission"; 

2. The space for the resolution number to be assigned, "Resolution No. 

(number)"; 

3. A short and concise title descriptive of its subject and purpose; 

4. A short list of "Whereas" clauses descriptive of the reasons for the 

resolution, if necessary; 

5. The resolving clause "THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT ... "; followed by a 

statement of the action approved by the commission and such factual 

findings, conclusions and other matters as may be appropriate; and 

6. A declaration of the date the resolution was adopted: "Adopted (date)" and 

designated lines for the signatures of the chairperson and the commission ex 

officio member responsible for recording the actions in the meeting. 

C. The planning commission may make recommendations to the council on: 

1. Necessary, proposed, or existing federal, state and/or city land selection, 

acquisition, disposal or management practices that affect the city. 

2. Proposed or existing public improvements and the prioritization of the 

projects in the city's annual and long-term capital improvement programs. 

3. The city's annual planning budget and work program. 

Article III 

PORT COMMISSION 

Sections: 

2.60.120 Establishment of the port commission. 

2.60.130 Port commission powers and duties. 

2.60.100 Establishment of the port commission. 

There is established a port commission for the purpose of advising the city council on 

the operation, maintenance, and improvement of the port of Bethel's facilities, and for 

such additional purposes as the city council may from time to time designate. 
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2.60.110 Port commission powers and duties. 

A. The port commission shall: 

1. Regulate the operation of the port facilities by promulgating and providing 

recommendations to the council on the terminal tariff containing rates, charges, 

rules, and regulations applicable at the port, subject to approval by the council. 

2. Hear appeals of the decision of the port director. 

3. Periodically review the budget, capital improvement programs, funding of port 

facilities and systems, and report its findings to the city council; 

4. Provide a forum for public comment and input regarding port operations. 

5. Review and provide recommendation to the council regarding goals set forth in 

the city's comprehensive plan as they relate to port operations. 

6. Perform other such duties as the city council may refer to it from time to time or 

as may be set out in Title 14 of this code. 

B. The port commission may make recommendations to council on: 

1. Existing or proposed federal, state, and city issues relevant to port operations. 

2. The operation, management, regulation, and control of the city's public and 

private ground transportation facilities in accordance with Title 14 of this code. 

3. Necessary or proposed public improvements and the prioritization of the projects 

in the city's annual and long-term capital improvement programs related to the 

port. 

Article IV 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

Sections: 

2.60.120 Establishment of the public safety and transportation commission. 

2.60.130 Public safety and transportation commission powers and duties. 
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2.60.120 Establishment of the public safety and transportation commission. 

There is established a public safety and transportation commission (PSTC). The PSTC 

shall act as the regulating body for taxicabs, river taxis, buses, limousines or airport 

limousines, chauffeurs and dispatch services in accordance with this chapter, Chapters 

5.20 through 5.50 BMC and other applicable law. 

2.60.130 Public safety and transportation commission powers and duties. 

A. The Public Safety and Transportation Commission shall: 

1. Review and make recommendations to the council on the adoption of and 

changes to taxicabs, river taxis, buses, limousines or airport limousines, 

chauffeurs and dispatch services operations in accordance with Chapters 

5.20 through 5.50 BMC and other applicable laws. 

2. Monitor and provide recommendation to the council on the operations, 

management, regulations, and control of the city's public and private 

ground transportation facilities in accordance with BMC Chapters 5.20, 

5.30, 5.40, 5.45, 5.50, and other applicable laws. 

3. Recommend to council the adoption of maximum rates and may 

recommend the establishment of minimum rates to be charged for 

services provided by regulated vehicles as defined under BMC 5.20.010. 

4. Hear appeals from a decision of the transportation inspector. 

5. Review citizen complaints against chauffeurs of regulated vehicles or 

against the condition of a regulated vehicle. 

6. Hold at least one (1) public hearing annually to investigate the quality of 

services rendered by regulated vehicles, permittees, chauffeurs, and 

dispatch services. 

7. Collect, process, and adjudicate complaints against chauffeurs of 

regulated vehicles. 

8. Review and make recommendations to the council on progress toward 

achieving goals set forth in the city's comprehensive plan as they relate to 

public safety and transportation. 
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9. Review and make recommendations to the council on the development of 

transportation systems, transportation codes, traffic movement, road 

repair, and walking paths. 

10. Provide a forum for public comment and input regarding public 

transportation and public safety. 

11. Perform such other duties and functions as are provided for in BMC 

Chapter 5.20 through 5.50 and other provisions of this code or as may be 

referred by the city council. 

B. The Public Safety and Transportation Commission may make recommendations 

to council on: 

1. Existing or proposed federal, state, and city issues relevant to public 

safety and transportation. 

2. Necessary or proposed public improvements and the prioritization of the 

projects in the city's annual and long-term capital improvement programs 

related to public safety and transportation. 

3. The annual police department and fire department budget and work 

program. 

Article V 

COMMUNITY ACTION GRANT COMMITTEE 

Sections: 

2.60.140 Establishment of community action grant committee. 

2.60.150 Community action grant committee duties. 

2.60.140 Establishment of community action grant committee 

There is established a community action grant committee for the purpose of advising 

the city council regarding the funding of community action grants. 

2.60.150 Community action grant committee duties. 
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1. Make recommendations to the city council on funding opportunities to 

individuals and organizations that request financial support through the 

Community Action Grant Program. 

2. Hold two meetings each fiscal quarter. 

3. Review grant applications submitted to the city and evaluate the qualifications 

of the applicant and the request for funding. 

4. Score the qualifying applications and make recommendations to the city council 

on funding. The review and scoring of the applications shall focus on advancing 

the community's opportunities, sustainability, and wellbeing with components 

that foster community wellness, positive impact to the community's vulnerable 

populations, and/or civic engagement of Bethel residents and project 

beneficiaries. 

5. Review and make recommendations to the council on the progress toward 

achieving the goals set out in the city's comprehensive plan as they relate to 

programs and needs of the community that may be supported by the grant 

program. 

6. Monitor the community action grant fund balance and associated transfers from 

the alcohol tax revenue. 

7. Provide a forum for public comment and input regarding the Community Action 

Grant Program. 

8. Perform other such duties as the city council may from time to time refer. 

Article VI 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Sections: 

2.60.160 Establishment of finance committee. 

2.60.170 Finance committee duties. 

2.60.160 Establishment of finance committee. 
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There is established a finance committee for the purpose of advising the city council on 

finance-related matters. 

2.60.170 Finance committee duties. 

A. The finance committee may review and make recommendations to the council on: 

1. Finance-related policies and procedures. 

2. Monthly financial reports of revenues, and expenditures. 

3. The city's investment funds. 

4. Capital planning and implementation of projects. 

5. Progress toward achieving the organization's vision, accomplishing goals, 

and implementing benchmarks for the budget process. 

6. The annual budget and budget process. 

7. The progress toward achieving the goals set out in the City's 

comprehensive plan as they relate to finance. 

B. The finance committee shall: 

1. Provide a forum for public comment and input regarding the city's budget, 

audit, sales tax collection, business licenses operations, purchasing 

procedures, and other such topics related to the City's finances. 

2. Perform other such duties as the city council may from time to time refer. 

Article VII 

PARKS, A:EGA:EATl9N1 AQYATIG HEALTH AND SAFETY GENTER: GQHHITTEE 

COMMUNITY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

Sections: 

2.60.180 Establishment of parl<:s, recreation, aquatic health and safety center 

cornrnittee. the Community parks and recreation committee. 

2.60.190 Parl<:s, recreation, aquatic health and safety center cornrnittee duties. 

Community parks and recreation committee duties. 
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2.60.180 &st-ablishmeRt ef ,arlts, reereatieR, aq1:tatie health aRd safety eeRter 

eemmittee. Community parks and recreation committee. 

There is established a parl<:s, recreation, aquatic health and safety center COA'lA'littee 

Community parks and recreation committee for the purpose of advising the city council 

on parks, recreational, and recreation facility-related matters. 

2.60.190 Parlts, reereatieR, aRd aq1:1atie health aRd safety eeRter eemmittee 

Community parks and recreation committee duties. 

A. The parks, recreation, aquatic health and safety center coA'lA'littee Community 

parks and recreation committee may review and make recommendations to the 

council on: 

1. Capital planning and implementation of projects related to parks, 

recreation, and recreation facilities. 

2. The budget, capital improvement programs, and the funding of recreation 

facilities and programs. 

3. The progress toward achieving the goals set out in the City's 

comprehensive plan as they relate to parks, recreation, and recreation 

facilities. 

B. The parl<:s, recreation, aquatic health and safety center COA'lA'littee Community 

parks and recreation committee may perform other such duties as the city 

council may from time to time refer. 

Article VIII 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

Sections: 

2.60.200 Establishment of public works committee. 

2.60.210 Public works committee duties. 

2.60.200 Establishment of public works committee. 
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There is established a public works committee for the purpose of advising the city 

council on city roads, facilities, utility operations, vehicle and equipment operations, and 

other public works-related matters. 

2.60.210 Public works committee duties. 
A. The public works committee may review and make recommendations to the 

council on: 

1. The operations of the city's water and wastewater collection, distribution, 

treatment and compliance; and solid waste planning, collection, disposal 

and compliance. 

2. The development, operations, and maintenance of: city properties, roads, 

traffic, drainage, snow removal, parks, cemeteries, grounds, and trails. 

3. The operations of the transit system. 

4. The operations and maintenance of the city's vehicle fleet and heavy 

equipment. 

5. The budget as it relates to public works operations and capital projects. 

6. City capital planning and implementation of projects related to public 

works. 

7. Energy and environmental improvements for city operations. 

8. The progress toward achieving the goals set out in the City's 

comprehensive plan as they relate to public works. 

B. The public works committee may perform other such duties as the city council may 

from time to time refer. 

SECTION 5. Amendment. Bethel Municipal Code 14.04 Port Commission is repealed. 

Sections: 

Chapter 11.01 

PORT COMMISSION 

11.01.010 Estaelishfflent of port COfflfflission. 
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14 .04 .030 Composition, term of office and procedures. 

14 .04 .040 Duties. 

14 .04 .050 Vacancies. 

14 .04 .060 Administrative support. 

14 .04 .070 Meetings. 

14 .04 .080 Membership in associations. 

14 .04 .090 Schedule of fees and charges. 

14 .04 .100 General pm,\lers. 

14.04.120 Limitation on authority. 

M.04.010 Establishment of port commission. 

A port commission shall be established for the purpose of advising the city council on 

the operation, maintenance and improvement of the port of Bethel's facilities, and for 

such additional purposes as the city council may from time to time designate. 

M .04 .020 Reservation of po1A·ers. 

The city council reserves to itself the power and authority to approve or disapprove all 

regulations, rates, or the acquisition or disposal of an·t interest in real property 

pertaining in an·t manner to the administration of the Bethel port. 

14.04.030 Composition, term of office and procedures. 

A. The port commission shall consist of seven (7) members 1Nho shall be residents of 

the city and shall be appointed b·t the ma·tor subject to confirmation b·t the city council. 

B. Any registered Bethel voter is eligible to be appointed as a port commissioner. No 

person shall be ineligible solely because they hold an elected, appointed or emplo·1ee 

position with the city. A commission member ·who ceases to be eligible to be a city voter 

forfeits their office as a commissioner. 

C. One (1) of the se·,en (7) members shall be a city councilmember. 
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D. All appointments shall be for staggered three (3 ) ·tear terms e:><cept where an 

interim appointment is necessary to complete the term of a commissioner who resigns, 

dies, or is otherwise remo>o1ed from office. 

E. In the event of vacancies, the ma.,ar, subject to confirmation by the city council, 

shall rnal<:e appointments to fill the •,1acant positions. In the event a seat has six (6) 

months or less remaining to the unexpired term, the council, at its discretion, may 

choose to appoint the member to the remainder of the current term as well as to the 

full term immediatel•t follo•11ing the expiration date of the unexpired term. 

F. Commissioners can be remo•,ed from office for cause only. 

G. The city shall suppl•t staff assistance for the commission. 

H. Terms shall commence on January first (1st). 

I. No emplo·,ee of the port department or an't member of their immediate family may 

hold a seat on the commission. 

J. The commission shall use Robert's Rules of Order. Regular meetings of the 

commission 1t't1ill be at least monthl•t• Special meetings ma·t be called at the discretion of 

the chairperson or by two (2) members of the commission. All meetings of the 

commission shall be open to the public. 

K. The commissioners shall elect annuall•t from its members a chair and vice chair and 

such other officers as it deems necessary. The commission may appoint such 

committees as it deems necessary. 

L. A majority of the commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 

business. Four (tq) affirmative ·,ates shall be necessary to carry any question. 

M. An agenda of meetings shall be prepared and published according to established 

rules of the city council. 
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N. Permanent records, or minutes, shall be kept for all meetings held. All resolutions 

and minutes of the port commission or a similar report shall be presented to the city 

council b·t a member of the council appointed to scr¥c on the commission or, in their 

absence, by the city manager. The minutes shall be propcrl•t filed in the office of the 

city clcrlc and shall be open to inspection by the public. 

0. Altefflate MeFF1eers. The ma·,or shall appoint up to two (2) additional members to 

scPt•c as alternate members, subject to confirmation by the council. An alternate 

member will be activated as a •voting member 1
••t'hcncvcr there is an absence or conflict 

of interest of another member. At all other times the alternate member shall be an C'>< 

officio member. 

11.04.040 Duties. 

The port commission shall: 

A. Regulate the operation of the port facilities by promulgating a terminal tariff 

containing rates, charges, rules and regulations applicable at the port and subject to the 

appro•,al of the council; 

B. Promulgate rules and regulations relating to the operation of terminal and 

transportation facilities at the port; 

C. Advise the city council with respect to the port facilities concerning the acquisition, 

ownership, C'><changc, transfer, lease, rent, con·otcyancc, or disposal, and use of real or 

personal property on port property and interest therein; 

D. R:C't'iC\\' port contracts prior to their C'><Ccution and monitor and periodically report to 

the city council concerning the status of all contracts C'><ccutcd with respect to the port 

facilities; 

E Advise the city council with respect to the construction, impro·,cmcnt, alteration, or 

repair of port facilities; 
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F. Rcvict1, plans for construction and dcvcloprncnt within the confines of the port of 

Bethel and shall report to the city council the c:>Epcctcd irnpact of such construction or 

dcvcloprncnt on the port of Bethel. The port cornrnission shall rnal~c appropriate 

rccornrncndations to the city council concerning such construction or dcvcloprncnt; 

G. Stud'f1 and rnakc rccornrncndations generally on Bethel port rnattcrs such as, but 

not lirnitcd to, tariff rates, fiscal rnattcrs, rnanagcrncnt services, personnel staffing, 

safety precautions, c:>Epansion or C)ffcnsion of scr,•iccs and public relations; 

H. Assist the city council in developing wa•rs and rncans whereby the city rnay 

encourage and pcrrnit the dc•,cloprncnt of port facilities by pri•,·atc and public 

developers and builders; 

I. Hear appeals resulting frorn actions of the port director and tal~c action on rnattcrs 

referred to the cornrnission by the port director or city council; 

J. Periodically rcvicttt• the budget, capital irnprovcrncnt prograrns, funding of port 

facilities and s•rstcrns and report its findings to the city council; 

K. Prepare and subrnit to the city council an annual report of operations and finances, 

including rccornrncndations for the safe, efficient and cconornical operation of the 

Bethel port; 

L. Pcrforrn other such duties as the city council rnay refer to it frorn tirnc to tirnc; 

M. Do other such acts as arc necessary and proper for the pcrforrnance of the duties 

and functions set forth in this title; 

N. The port cornrnission rnay, at its discretion, hold forrnal public hearings on any 

question v,·hich rnay cornc before it; 

0. The city council shall be the board of appeals for all port cornrnission action. The 

city council rnay delegate to a hearing officer the authority to hear and decide appeals. 
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A. A vacancy shall be declared by the commission and filled as pF011ided 1••.1hen a 

membeF: 

1. Fails to qualify and take office ·1,ithin thirty (30) days afteF confiFmation b•; the 

city council; 

2. Depaits fFom the city 1t\1ith the intent to Femain a·.-.,ay foF a peFiod of ninety (90) 

da•;s OF moFe; 

3. Submits a Fesignation to tt:ie city ma•;oF, city cleFI(, commission OF port diFectoF; 

4. Is ph•;sically OF menta11.,, unable to attend port commission meetings OF attend 

to commission business; 

5. Is absent from thFee (3) OF moFe consecutive, FegulaF meetings of the port 

commission without an absence pFeapprnved by the commission. 

a. FoF puFposes of this section, an absence will be consideFed e*cuseet if etue 

to the follo>t\'ing causes and shall FequiFe appF01o•al by the commission at the 

next FegulaFly scheduled meeting: 

i. The illness OF in1urr of the commissioneF OF a family membeF; 

ii. The death of a family membeF; 

iii. An employment Felated commitment; 

iv. A commitment foF city business; OF 

·,. OtheF gooet cause appF011ed by the commission. 

b. WheneveF possible absences should be noticed to the commission chaiF 

pFioF to the meeting foF puFposes of secuFing a quoFUm at the meeting. 

c. A commissioneF may participate in a commission meeting by teleconference; 
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6. Misses forty (40) peFcent OF moFe of the FegulaF boaFd meetings in a t\•telve 

(12 ) month peFiod; 

7. Is convicted of a felon'(, OF misdemeanoF, an element of which is a violation of 

the oath of office; OF 

8. Is OF becomes so diFectly interested in port affaiFs in the couFse of theiF pFivate 

affaiFs that a membeFship on the port commission cFeates a conflict OF the 

FCasonable appeaFance of a conflict of inteFest. 

B. FoF the puFposes of counting attendance, a membeF participating telephonically 

shall be counted as present. 

C. The chaiF of the port commission shall notify the city cleFlc's office of any vacancy 

on the commission. 

M.04.060 Administrntive support. 

The port commission shall Feceive full cooperntion and support fFom the city manageF 

including full access to any and all infoFmation concerning the port of Bethel. 

M.04.070 Meetings. 

A. A majoFity of the membeFShip of the commission shall constitute a quoFUm foF the 

tFansaction of all business, and the chaiFpeFSon shall have the ·,etc on all matteFs. The 

affiFmative vote of a majoFity of the commission shall be sufficient to pass upon all 

matteFS coming befoFe it. 

B. The commission shall choose a chaiFpeFson, •vice chaiFpeFSon and, if desiFed, a 

secretary, each ·teaF at the fiFst (1st) meeting following the qualification of one (1) OF 

moFe commissioneFS appointed that ·teaF b·t the city council. 

C. The port commission shall attempt to meet at least nine (9) times each ·teaF at a 

FegulaFl1t scheduled time. Port commission meetings shall be held at Bethel City Hall. All 

meetings of the commission shall be open to the public. The secFetar,· (oF city 

appointed FecoFdeF) shall drnft the minutes of all FegulaF and special meetings in a 
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manner accuratel'( reflecting the actions of the commission and shall file the minutes of 

these meetings permanentl'( as public records. 

14.04.080 Membership in associations. 

The port commission as a ·tt•hole ma'( maintain membership in an•1 local, state or 

national group or association organi2ed and operated for the promotion, improvement 

or assistance in the administration of port and harbor facilities and, in connection 

therevtith, pa'( dues and fees thereto. 

14.04.090 Schedule of fees and charges. 

A. The port commission, subject to appro•,al b•t the city council, shall establish the 

rates, charges and fees to be charged for the use of an•t and all port facilities including, 

but not limited to, charges assessed against •vessels, their owners, agents or operators 

which load or discharge cargo at an'( of the terminals within the area under the 

commission's jurisdiction; charges for dockage while loading or discharging cargo; 

charges for administrative e:>Epenses in serving the carrier; charges for freight handling 

operations; and vtharfage, handling, loading, unloading, 't\'harf demurrage rates, 

storage rates, fuel through put fees, mooring to the sea'lt'all, small boat harbor, 

derelicts, delinquent accounts, use of adjacent property and other charges as 

appropriate. 

B. Such rates, charges and classifications shall be just, reasonable and 

nondiscriminatory and shall be established after a public hearing conducted b·t the port: 

commission. Notice specifying the time and place of such hearing shall be given in at 

least one (1) publication at least fifteen (15) da'(s before the hearing in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the city. 

C. At: the hearing, interested parties ma'( mal~e such arguments before the port 

commission, whether in person or b•t representati'te, as the'( consider proper, 

addressing matters at issue, and thereafter the port commission shall prepare a 

schedule of rates to be submitted to the council at its next regular meeting. 
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D. The couAcil ma., adopt the commissioA's pFoposed Fates b'f appFOval of modificatioA 

of eitheF the Bethel Fee aAd Rate Schedule OF the Bethel TaFiff. The date upoA which 

the Fates established OF Fegulated go iAto effect ma'f Aot be less thaA ten (10) da·rs 

aftcF passage aAd appFOval b'f the couAcil. 

E. TeFmiAal taFiffs established foF the caFgo dock aFC also subject to the appFOval of 

the FeeleFal MaFitime CommissioA. 

14.04.100 GeAeFal po'A'eFS. 

Subject to state laws aAd city oFdiAaAces, the poFt commissioA shall geAeFall'f e>EeFcise 

all poweFs Aecessary aAEI iAcideAtal to opeFatioA of all poFt facilities iA the public 

iAteFest aAEI iA a souAd busiAess maAAeF. IA paFticulaF, aAd without limitation oA the 

foFegoiAg, the commissioA shall make FecommeAdatioAs foF: 

A. The opeFatioA, de•,elopmeAt aAd maFl<:etiAg of city owAed aAd opemteel poFt 

facilities, iAcludiAg such facilities as boat haFboFS, docl<:s, boat lauAchiAg Famps, aAd 

Felateel facilities e>Ecept as ElesigAated b·t the city couAcil b'f FesolutioA. 

B. AdoptiAg, puFSuaAt to the Bethel MuAicipal Code, aAd eAfoFciAg FCgulatioAs 

Aecessary foF the admiAistmtioA of the facilities uAdeF its poFt maAagemeAt. 

C. PFescFibiAg the teFms uAdeF '.•t1hich peFsoAs aAd to•essels ma'f use the facilities aAd 

shall establish aAEI eAfoFce staAElaFEls of opeFatioA. 

D. AelmiAisteFiAg aAd disposiAg of city tidelaAd, submeFgeel laAd, aAd otheF laAEI as 

pFovieled b•t the couAcil b•r oFdiAaAce as subject to poFt commissioA FecommeAdatioAs, 

subject to the followiAg limitatioAs: 

1. ~Jo sale, puFchase, OF tmele of laAEI shall be maele without pFiOF Feview b·y the 

plaAAiAg commissioA aAEI appFOval b'f the city couAcil b'f oFeliAaAce. 

2. UAless otheFwise desigAated iA advaAce b·y the city couAcil b•r oFdiAaAce, aA'f 

lease of laAd shall be limiteel to maFiAe Fclated uses, aAEI those uses accessory to 

tenaAE't' oA the boat haFboF OF use of the poFt. 
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3. All land tFansactions Fecommendations by the commission in accoFdance •••t•ith 

this section shall be consistent •••t•ith the compFehensi·,e land management plan 

developed undeF this code. 

E. The development, adoption, alteFation OF Fe1,ision, subject to appFoval by the city 

council, of a masteF plan foF the ph·tsical development of haFbor OF port facilities foF the 

city. Such masteF plan with accompan·ting maps, plats, charts, descFiptive and 

e>Eplanator,· matteF shall she·,., the commission's recommendations for the development 

of city port facilities and may include, among otheF things: 

1. Development of the type, location and sequence of all public port facilities; 

2. The Felocation, Femo·,al, e~ension OF change of use of e>Eisting port facilities. 

F. The administFation foF the design and constFuction of all capital improvements on 

lands managed b·t the port commission unless othePt•i·ise specified by the city council by 

Fesolution. The commission may pFopose capital impFovement projects to and apply for 

funding fFom state and fedeFal agencies; pFo¥ided, that such Fequests shall be subject 

to pFiOFiti~ation b·t the city council with otheF city capital impFo·,ement funding FCquests 

pFiOF to application foF funds. 

G. Subject to city council Fe1, 1iew and appmto·al, may Fecommend the port diFectoF enteF 

into memoFanda of undeFStanding and similaF agFeements with public agencies foF port 

puFposes. 

H. Controcts foF public impro¥ements and, whene1t'eF pFacticable, otheF puFchase of 

supplies, mateFials, equipment, and ser=vices, including professional ser=vices, shall be 

subject to the pmcuFement proceduFes established in ChapteF i:IQ BMC; pF01,ided, that 

the commission may, foF all contFacts, a class of controcts, OF a particulaF controct, 

specify pFioF to issuance of a public solicitation that foF puFposes of applying ChapteF 

i:IQ BMC, all actions FCquiFed theFeby of the city manager OF the puFChasing officeF 

shall be perfoFmed by the port diFectoF; and pF01,ided furtheF, that any appeal OF an·t 
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protest of a procurement so administered shall be initially decided by the port 

commission instead of the city manager. 

11.01.120 Limitation on authority. 

The port commission members may commit the city to long range port de1~clopment or 
capital improvement plans or projects only as authorized in advance by the council by 
ordinance or resolution. 

SECTION 6. This Ordinance shall become effective 30 days following adoption by the 
Bethel City Council. 

ENACTED THIS 25th DAY OF MAY 2021 BY A VOTE OF 5 IN FAVOR AND 0 
OPPOSED. 

City of Bethel, Alaska 

Michelle DeWitt, Mayor 
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