
Resolution #37 

Requescinp, A;,sistance from the Governor of 
Alaslrn., the Dep::rtm8l'lt of Public Safaty, 
8nc1 the Depart 1•1ent of Law for Proper and 
Arlequate Police Service in the Bethel Area. 

v/hereas, the average troo')er per urban population is 1 per 1,991 
while the avera::,e trooper per rural population is 1 per 
2,725; and 

Whereas, the average trooper per urbnn area is l per 2,094 sq.mi .• 
while the average trooper per rural area is 1 per 2'-1-,800 
sq • •ni • ; and 

Whereas, the Bethel area requires at least J,5 troopers on the 
avera3e for Droper police protection; and 

v/hereas, the Department of Public Safety, althoui:i;h it is obliged 
by the St£te statute to provide said police protoction, 
caml ,al t.hou.c;h the last LegislE!ture incn"ased the total 
number of State troopers by 15, the Department has not 
provided arlequste police protection for the area, and i.n 
fact has recently reduced the rroopers in Bethel to one; and 

Whereas, this reduction has required the State Trooper now under 
full-time contract to the City of Letl1el to leave the City 
from time to ti.me on State business, in viola.tion of SFJ.id 
contract; and 

Whereas, 1:;reat numbers of people have been left without police 
protection pr01;;is eel by the Stcate statutes, 2.mong them the 
villa13es of Akiewhuk, AkiBk, l1lukanuk, Aniak, Chefornalr, 
Chew:dr, J:ek, Ernmon2k, .Fortuna Ledr',e, Goodnews B2.y, Holy 
Cross, Hamilton, Hooper D::iy, l(alslrng, Lo,·1er Kalsl{ag, 
Kasiglul,, Ki pnuk, Kotlik, Kwethluk, Kwigillinr;olr, Jvlecoryul{, 
Mountain VilJ.n:3e, Nap£1Jii9k, Napaskiak, Newtot:, ih,.,htmute, 
Nunapitchul,, Pilot Station, Pitka's Point, Platinum, 
Quinhagak, Russian i'lission, St. Mary's, Sca!llrnon i,ay, 
Tuluks8k, 'I'ununalr, Tuntutulial,, rolrnoolr Bay, and others, 
includinc; approximB tely 15,000 ;:,eople; ond 

Whereas, emergencies i .. n the above villar,es are d0l0.yed hy 
Sto.te Police until a tronper arrives from Anchorage, 500 
miles dist::mt, 2.nd often 3 or '-f d8ys away; and 

Where·:is, law and order in the ~-ethel area 11ill deteri.orate if 
the c1iscrimin,s,tory procedun,s cited above are not 
ceased i1m1ecliE•.tely; 



Pe.',e 2, Hesolution //37 

Be It Resolved By The City Council of Bethel, Alaska: 

1. That the Governor of Alaska, the Commisoioner of the 
Department of Safety, 3nd the Chief Justice of the State 
of Alaska talce note of t~is condition of law and 
protection in westward Alasl,a; and 

2, 'r!1at immecliate assist311ce from the Governor, thE, Commissioner, 
and the Chief Justice follow this resolution, so that this 
critical problem uill be alleviated, and inequities in the 
distribution of µolice acl,justecl fairly, throuc,hout all 
of the State of Ala sJw. 

Copies of This Hesolution Shall Be Sent to Governor Walter J, 
Hiclrel, Commissioner Mel Personett, Chief Justice Buell Nesbitt, 
Senate Prr-:,siclent John Hutrovich, Spea!rer VJilliam Boardman, 
Senator ifay Christionsen, Represecmt3tives George H, Hohmon,Jr, 
and John ,Jestclsi.hl, Magistrate Hora Guinn, and Council Presidents 
of All Villages in the Bethel Area, 

Passed and Approved by tl1e Council of the City of Bethel, Alaska 

By a Vote of ' . Aye• 2nd 0 Nays 

rhis /O Day of --~-'--~' ,../----· -----· 1967. 
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Al:'PHOVJ.!.D: 


